Abstract: Th e article analyses trends in the territorial and commodity structure of the Czech foreign agrarian trade and aims to identify changes which have occurred during the last decade. Th e main emphasis has been put on the period after the accession to the EU. Primarily such changes are identifi ed, that occurred in the relation to the EU-Member States and to third countries. Th e results show that the value of agricultural exports and imports was growing during the surveyed period while the growth rate of agricultural exports was above the growth rate of agricultural imports. Agricultural exports increased from CZK 78 billion in 2005 to more than CZK 160 billion in 2013 and the imports rose from CZK 103 billion to more than CZK 184 billion in the same period. Th e territorial structure of the foreign agrarian trace is continuously concentrating on the EU-Single Market, both in terms of exports and imports. Exports of milk, milk products, cereals, beverages, food preparations, tobacco and tobacco manufactures, cereal preparations, food residues and waste, oilseeds, vegetable fats and oils, sugar and confectionery belong to the most important commodity aggregations. Th e share of processed products in the total exports increased and reached currently about 7%. Th e export -import coverage ratio reached a satisfactory trend as well. Although the Czech Republic does not have ideal conditions for the export-oriented agriculture, the country is able to gain comparative advantages, at least at the level of following aggregations: HS10, HS01, HS12, HS24, HS04, HS17, HS15, HS11, HS16, HS22, HS03 a HS13.
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The Czech foreign agrarian trade has experienced essential changes after the country joined the European Union. These changes related to its value, volumes, structure as well as competitiveness (Svobodová 2014) . Its strong orientation on the EU-markets leads to a critical dependence of the Czech agrarian trade on the development within the EU (Pohlová 2013) . This dependence has both positive and negative aspects (Burianová 2011) . The participation of the Czech Republic in the project of the Single Market can be named as one of the positive aspects (more than 500 million customers and a high purchasing power). The high level of liberalisation belongs to other positives (Jeníček and Krepl 2009) as well as the opportunity to penetrate markets in 28 Member States. European producers (positively perceived also by Czech Producers) are also protected from the imports from third countries. This may lead to many controversies, nevertheless, a positive impact can be seen in the elimination of otherwise highly competitive imports (Bojnec and Ferto 2012; Burianová and Belová 2012) . On the other hand, an extreme dependence on the economic cycles of the EU-Member States, a considerable over-regulation, a significant distortion of the European agricultural market caused by the rules of the common policies and the regulatory instruments can be some examples of the negative aspects (Bojnec and Ferto 2009) .
The Czech agrarian exports experience very positive trends in many aspects in the recent years ( Bubáková 2015) . The access to the European Union has led to the stabilisation of the negative trade balance and to the dynamic growth of the agrarian export values. The access to the EU also influenced positively the restructuring of the Czech agrarian sector and food industry (Machek and Špička 2014) . Foreign direct
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Agric. Econ -Czech, 62, 2016 (1): 9-25 doi: 10.17221/18/2015-AGRICECON investments helped to strength the competitiveness of many domestic production capacities (Aulová and Hlavsa 2013) . The Czech agrarian export is continuously transforming from the exports of raw agricultural products to the exports with a higher level of processing and thus to the products of a higher value added and higher prices (Mezera and Špička 2013) . Contrary to this, the imports are often not competitive, in many cases the agricultural and food products from the tropical and subtropical zones (Pohlová 2014) . The agricultural sector of the Czech Republic plays an important role in ensuring the supply of the Czech market by the temperate zone products. Nevertheless, given the recent developments in agriculture, the size of the agricultural sector has been significantly reduced during the last 20 years (Pohlová 2014) . Currently, the agrarian sector is able to cover the domestic demand of the temperate zone products by about 70% (Valder et al. 2011; Smutka and Burianova 2013) . It can be thus concluded that the agricultural foreign trade is of a high importance for the whole Czech national economy. The import of agricultural and food products does not regard only the domestic demand of the temperate zone products, which the Czech Republic is not able to cover from its domestic capacities, but also the tropical and subtropical products, which cannot be produced in the Czech Republic due to its production conditions (Řezbová and Škubna 2013; Pohlova and Mezera 2014) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The aim of the article is to analyse the trends in the territorial and commodity structure of the Czech foreign agrarian trade and to identify the changes which have occurred during the last decade. The main emphasis has been put on the period after the accession to the EU. Primarily, such changes are identified that occurred in relation to the EU-Member States and to the third countries.
The article is based on data of the Institute of the Agricultural Economics and Information (IAEI) in Prague, the Czech Statistical Office (CZSO) and the Eurostat. The analysed time series cover the period 2005-2013, focused on the territorial and commodity structure of the Czech agricultural trade. The surveyed period was chosen due to the fact that the Czech Republic was not an EU-Member State in the early 2004 and has joined the EU on 1 st May 2004.
The analysis of the commodity structure is based on the international tariff nomenclature for the classification of product HS2. This system enables to classify the commodity structures of the agricultural trade into 24 aggregations (Table 1) .
The territorial structure of the Czech agricultural trade is analysed (according to the CZSO methodology) independently in the relation to the EU-countries and to the third countries (non-EU Member States). In this respect, the EU represents three specific territorial groups (EU-28 -the European Union as an integration of 28 states, EU-15 -the so called "old" Member States, and the EU-13 -the so-called "new" member states). The third countries are divided into six territorial groups (third countries as a whole, the EFTA countries, other developed market economies -ODME, the Commonwealth of Independent States -CIS, developing economies and other third countries -the composition of the individual groups according to the CZSO methodology). The elementary statistical and mathematical methods are used to fulfil the aims of the article. The methods are used to evaluate the time series and the gained data. The time series are complemented by the calculation of the annual growth rate, respectively, the growth index is calculated (through the chain index). The growth index is usually referred as a percentage and it indicates the percentage increase of the value of the time series at time compared to the previous period. The calculation of chain index (%):
To analyse the average growth rate within the individual time series, the geometric mean of the individual chain indices is used to sum the development trend for the whole surveyed period. Based on their averaging through the geometric mean, we can get the average growth/decline in the export or import value for the whole surveyed period. An advantage of the geometric mean is the fact that it considers both the positive and negative increments. The calculation of the geometrical mean (%):
The next indicator used is the export-import coverage ratio. This indicator gives an information about the relationship between export and import, not just at the level of the total agricultural trade, but also at the level of the aggregation representing the commodity structure of the Czech agricultural trade. The indicator provides information about how many percent of agricultural imports are covered by agricultural exports: Th e calculation of the export-import coverage ratio (%):
The article evaluates also comparative advantages of the Czech agricultural exports, both in relation to the EU-Member States and third countries. To identify comparative advantages, the Lafay Index (LFI) is used (LFI index -Lafay 1992) . (Smutka and Belová 2011) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Trends in the value and territorial structure development of the Czech agricultural foreign trade
Summarizing the development of the agricultural trade after the accession of the Czech Republic to the EU, a positive trend can be seen. Agricultural exports more than doubled -from CZK 78.5 billion in 2005 to more than CZK 160 billion in 2013; the imports also grew significantly from CZK 103.5 billion to more than CZK 184.6 billion in the same period. In other words, it represents an increment by about CZK 165 billion in the total turnover. Although the value of the Czech agricultural trade grows very quickly, it is worth noting that agricultural trade represents only a marginal share of the total trade of the Czech Republic. The growing trend is also evident in the total trade development (from about CZK 3.7 trillion to nearly CZK 6 trillion), nevertheless, agricultural trade experienced higher dynamics. The share of the Czech agricultural trade rose from 4.3% to 5.7% during the surveyed period. From 2005 to 2013, its average annual rate exceeded the average annual growth of the foreign trade as a whole. While the agricultural trade turnover grew in the period by an average rate of 8.3%, the value of foreign trade as a whole experienced an average growth by 6.2% in the same period. Higher dynamics in the agricultural trade is mainly due to the higher growth in the prices of agricultural and food products, and by the changing structure of the Czech agricultural export with a higher proportion of semi-processed and finalized products.
The annual growth rate of agricultural exports reached the level about 9.4%, while the annual growth rate of agricultural imports stood at 7.5%. Such trend led to the stabilisation of the negative balance of the Czech agricultural trade, which stood at about CZK 30 billion. It is worth stressing that the share of the negative balance in the total value of the foreign trade turnover is gradually reducing -from the maximum of about 18% to less than 7% at the moment. Currently, the Czech Republic reaches historically the best results in the development of its agricultural trade balance -the negative balance reaches the level of about CZK 24 billion. The Czech agrarian trade has been constantly profiling itself -both the commodity and territorial structure recorded significant changes within the analysed time period.
The territorial structure, especially, experienced significant changes. Most of the exports and imports are realized with the EU-countries. The share of the EU as the most important partner is currently about 92%. This fact also means a gradual strengthening of the Czech dependence on the EU; in 2005, this share reached already 87%. The Czech Republic realizes about 50.2% of its export relations within the EU with the EU-15 countries, and about 49.8% to the EU-13. In this respect, a gradual strengthening of the EU-15 position as a trading partner is evident, because the share reached just 48% in 2005. Taking into account agricultural imports, the EU plays also a dominant role here. The most important importers are the EU-15 countries (Germany, Italy, Austria, the United Kingdom, France, the Netherlands and Belgium), however, their share is gradually reducing at the expense of the EU-13 (Slovakia, Poland, Hungary etc.). The growth rate of exports is still the highest in relation to the EU-15, followed by the EU-13 and third countries. Concerning imports, the highest growth rate reach the EU-13, followed by the EU-15 and third countries. It must be emphasized that the increasing share of the EU-28 in the Czech agrarian trade performance is threatening its long term stability. Any kind of negative trend or event related to the EU market can affect the structure and value of the Czech agrarian trade. A too high level of dependency on the EU-market does not provide enough stimuli for its inter-regional development. The EU-market is too competitive and too limited for any further growth of the Czech agrarian trade. The EU-market provides only 500 million consumers (there is almost no potential for the population growth) and its consumption is stagnating (the growth of incomes is not transforming into the growth of demand).
The share of third countries in the total Czech agrarian trade has been constantly decreasing. The main reason consist in the accession of the Czech Republic to the EU. As an EU-member, the Czech Republic was obliged to withdraw from many bilateral and multilateral trade agreements related to countries out of the EU. On the other hand, the Czech Republic focused its attention especially on the EU after the accession and the trade contacts outside the EU were underestimated. Also the public authorities did not support trade activities and trade potential related especially to Africa and Asia. Those two regions represents the future of the world agricultural market development. At present already, in Africa and especially in Asia, there live more than 15%, respectively 59% of the world population. The annual population growth in those regions exceeds 50 million people and a significant share of the income growth is transformed into the increasing demand for agricultural products. In terms of the growth rate, the evaluation of the third countries needs a more detailed insight. The Czech Republic reaches very high growth rates of exports (18.3% annually) and imports (16.7% annually) in relation to the EFTA countries, which are also members of the European Single Market. High dynamics is reached also in relation to exports to other developed market economies; the high dynamics related to imports from the CIS countries are evident as well. The Table  2a give an overview about the trends in the value and territorial structure development of the Czech agricultural foreign trade; the Table 3 than inform about the balance of the Czech agricultural trade.
As mentioned above, the Czech Republic reaches a negative and gradually stabilizing balance of the agricultural foreign trade in long-term horizon. This negative balance can be observed in relation to the EU-15 (about CZK 30 billion in recent years), on the other hand, a growing positive balance is reached in relation to the EU-13 (increase from CZK billion to more than CZK 17 billion during the surveyed period). The value of the negative trade balance in relation to third countries has been stabilised at the current level about CZK 12-13 billion (in the case of third countries, it is worth noting the positive doi: 10.17221/18/2015-AGRICECON balance in relation to the CIS and a negative balance in relation to the ODME and developing countries).
When comparing the territorial structure of the Czech agricultural foreign trade in relation to the selected groups of countries, it is worth comparing the general position of the Czech trade to these subjects (Tables 2b and 2c ). The Table 2b compares the average annual growth rates of the agricultural and total exports and imports (expressed in USD), gives an overview on the shares of agricultural ex- ports and imports in the total trade and on the total trade balance. The data make evident that the Czech agricultural foreign trade is highly dynamic in relation to the world and to the EU, both in exports and imports. A higher dynamics of export and import growth can be observed in the case of the CIS, the EU-13 and developing countries. A higher dynamic of agrarian trade growth compared to the total trade growth is typical for all surveyed subjects including the Czech Republic. It is worth underlining that the Czech agricultural trade has the lowest share in the total export and import values from all other subjects. The Table 2c provides another comparison of the country groups and the Czech Republic. The foreign trade is expressed on the per capita basis. In this regard, the results show that the position of the Czech Republic within the agricultural trade is very specific. The average value of agricultural exports and imports on the per capita basis significantly exceeds the world average; nevertheless, it is below the EU-28 average (especially the EU-15). In relation to other groups of countries, the Czech Republic is above the CIS, the EU13, the ODME and developing countries. However, the negative balance per capita is extremely high in the Czech Republic (a higher negative balance has been found in no other surveyed subject).
Taking into account the most important trading partners of the Czech Republic (individual countries), the territorial structure of the Czech agricultural trade appears to be extremely concentrated. The most important partners are Slovakia, Germany, Poland, Italy, Austria and Hungary. The share of the above mentioned countries in agricultural exports reaches 74%; the share of the top 12 most important partners reaches the level of about 87%. Agricultural imports are highly concentrated as well. The top 16 importers represent the share of about 87% of agricultural imports. The most important importers are Table 4 and 5 give an overview of the most important export and import destinations of the Czech agricultural foreign trade. It is evident that the composition of the territorial export and import structure is very stable. The proportion of the major export and import partners of the Czech agricultural trade are (with a few exceptions) is not changing over time. These exceptions are Italy in the case of imports and the Netherlands in the case of exports. Significant changes can be observed when analysing the agricultural trade balance. The positive trade balance strengthened in the relation to Slovakia, Italy, Austria, the United Kingdom, Romania and Russia, on the other hand, the negative balance increased in relation to Germany, Poland, the Netherlands and Belgium. The commodity structure of the Czech agricultural trade has been developing very dynamically in the recent years. The Tables 6 and 7 give an overview about the commodity structure of the Czech agricultural exports and imports.
The most important Czech agricultural export aggregations are the following: HS4, HS10, HS22, HS21, HS24, HS19, HS23, HS15, HS12 and HS17. The share of above mentioned aggregations in the Czech agricultural exports reached in the period 2005-2013 about 70%. Milk and milk products, cereals, food preparations, beverages and tobacco products reach about 40% of the Czech agricultural export. The over-average dynamics of agricultural exports were evident in the case of the aggregations HS14, HS15, HS09, HS23, HS24, HS06, HS16, HS05, HS02 and HS18. The share of these aggregations has increased during the surveyed period from 24% to nearly 40%. On the other hand, the lowest dynamics in growth experienced the exports of the aggregations HS17, HS08, HS20, HS13, HS22, HS03, When comparing the character of the aggregations with high and low levels of the export growth rates, it can be concluded that such aggregations come gradually to the fore, which represent processed products with the higher value added. The commodity structure of imports is very concentrated. The most important import aggregations in the long-term are HS02 (Meat and edible meat offal), HS21 (miscellaneous edible preparations, HS08 (edible fruit and nuts), HS19 (preparations of cereals), HS22 (beverages, spirits and vinegar), HS23 (animal fodder), HS07 (edible vegetables), HS15 (animal and vegetable fats, oils) and HS18 (cocoa and cocoa preparations). These ten aggregations represent about 70% of the agricultural import value. The highest rate of growth (over-average) was experienced by the aggregations HS14, HS11, HS10, HS02, HS15, HS12, HS09, HS16, HS03, HS05, HS04, HS19 and HS01. The above mentioned aggregations have increased the share in the Czech agricultural import from 39% in 2005 to about 47% in 2013. There is evident in this regard, that a dynamic increase of highly processed products typical for the period before accessing the EU has been stopped. Currently, the imports of such aggregations are growing, which are used for a further processing in the Czech Republic.
The Czech Republic maintains a positive balance (Table 8 ) in relation to the commodity aggregations HS10 (cereals), HS01 (live animals), HS04 (dairy produce), HS12 (oil seeds and oleaginous fruits), HS17 (sugars and sugar confectionery), HS24 (tobacco and manufactured tobacco substitutes) and HS11 (products of the milling industry, malt, starches). The negative trade balance is generated within the aggregations HS02 (meat and edible meat offal), HS08 (edible fruit and nuts), HS07 (edible vegetables), HS20 (preparations of vegetables and fruit), HS06 (live trees and other plants), HS23 (animal fodder), HS18 (cocoa and cocoa preparations) and HS 19 (preparations of cereals). It therefore follows that most of the aggregations of the negative trade balance (Table 8) are represented by the non-competitive products, in many cases from the tropical and subtropical areas. Original Paper Agric. Econ -Czech, 62, 2016 (1): 9-25 doi: 10.17221/18/2015-AGRICECON
The above mentioned information concerning the commodity structure of the Czech agricultural trade makes evident the positive changes in the field of the value added (Table 9 ). The proportion of the trade with non-processed items is continuously reducing at the expense of the processed products which reach currently about 72%. From this perspective, it can be stated that the Czech agricultural exports are becoming more similar to the standards of the developed countries and the share of processed products in the total exports is close to the share of the processed imports in the total imports (76%).
The export-import coverage ratio (Table 10 ) is a positive feature of the Czech agricultural trade in the recent years. The export coverage ratio in relation to the realized imports is improving over time [2009] [2010] [2011] [2012] [2013] . Despite of the current economic crisis, the Czech export is constantly strengthening its position in relation to the total agricultural import.
Trends in competitiveness of the Czech agricultural foreign trade
Competitiveness of the Czech agricultural export has been developed in the long-term horizon. There must be distinguished two dimensions of competitiveness -the Single Market of the EU and third markets. Within the EU-market, the Czech Republic is able to achieve comparative advantages in the case of the aggregations HS10, HS01, HS12, HS24, HS04, HS17, HS15, HS11, HS16, HS22, HS03 and HS13. On the other hand, a low level of competitiveness is typical for the aggregations HS02, HS07, HS08, HS20, HS06, HS18, HS19, HS23, HS09, HS05 and HS14. A high level of comparative advantages is experienced in the trade in cereals, live animals, oilseeds, tobacco and tobacco products, milk and milk products. An extreme non-competitiveness can be found out in the -14.861 -10.808 -9.692 -9.659 -9.778 -9.390 -8.775 -8.871 -10.025 Source: own calculation (2014) doi: 10.17221/18/2015-AGRICECON trade in meat products, vegetables, fruit and nuts.
The Table 11 provides an overview of the comparative advantages of the Czech agricultural trade in relation to the markets of the EU-28. The Table 11 gives a basic overview of trends in the comparative advantage development concerning the Czech agricultural export in relation to third countries. It is evident that the Czech Republic is able to maintain comparative advantages mostly within the aggregations HS04, HS17, HS22, HS12, HS19, HS23, HS11, HS01, HS13 and HS18. It concerns mainly the exports of milk and milk products, sugars and sugar confectionery, beverages and spirits as well as oilseeds. On the other hand, the noncompetitiveness is experienced in the relation to the aggregations HS08, HS03, HS02, HS09, HS07, HS16, HS20, HS21, HS05, HS15, HS06 and HS24. The extreme critical negative values of the LFI were found out regarding the trade in fruit and nuts, fish and sea products, meat and meat products, coffee, tea, mate and spices, vegetables, preparations of fish and crustaceans, preparation of vegetables, fruit and food preparations.
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Both above mentioned tables describing the last ten years of the Czech agrarian trade enable us to conclude the following statements. The Czech agrarian trade competitive items can be found among the aggregations: HS10, HS04, HS01, HS12, HS17, HS11, HS24, HS13 and HS22. These items are able to generate a positive trade balance. The average annual growth rate of their positive trade balance reached almost 7%. On the other hand, the following aggregations can be considered as the noncompetitive items: HS14, HS05, HS15, HS03, HS16, HS09, HS21, HS18, HS06, HS19, HS23, HS20, HS07, HS08 and HS02. All these items generate a negative trade balance. The average annual growth rate of their negative trade balance reached only 3.15%. The trade development of the non-competitive agrarian items trade makes evident that the annual growth of exports is much higher in relation to the annual growth of imports. Although the Czech agrarian trade is in the deficit, its ability to cover imports by exports is increasing.
CONCLUSIONS
Based on the findings concerning the trends in the commodity and territorial structure of the Czech agricultural trade, the following conclusions can be stated. The Czech agricultural trade is developing very dynamically over time. The values of the Czech agricultural exports and imports experience a significant growth, while the export growth rate exceeded the import growth rate in the recent years. Agricultural exports increased from CZK 78 billion in 2005 to more than CZK 160 billion in 2013 and imports rose from CZK 103 billion to more than CZK 184 billion in the same period. With respect to the above mentioned export growth rate (9.4% annually) and import growth rate (just 7.5% annually), the increase in the negative balance value has been stopped in approximately the last ten years, mainly with regard to the EU-15. The current value of the negative balance reaches about CZK 30 billion, even CZK 24 billion at the moment. It is worth recalling that the non-competitive aggregations have a large share in the negative balance.
When looking at the territorial structure of the Czech agricultural trade, it is apparent that its orientation is focusing still more on the EU-countries. These countries are not only the key export and also import partners. The EU share in the Czech agricultural trade reaches about 90% in the long-term. However, this fact points out also a weakness of the Czech agricultural trade. It is a very limited territorial structure undermining the stability of the Czech agricultural trade which becomes fully dependent on the development in the EU. Nevertheless, a strong argument can be found explaining why the Czech Republic in not involved more in trade with third countries. It is the geographic location of the Czech Republic with no access to the sea and to any key port by the inland waterways. For this reason, the trade relations are developed mostly to the neighbour countries which also leads to the transaction cost minimizing. Within the EU, the Czech Republic is oriented strongly on the trade with the new member states. In relation to the third countries, the CIS, the EFTA and the ODME countries belong to the most important export territories. Imports to the Czech Republic from third countries come mostly from the developing countries. When evaluating the last ten-year period, it can be stated that the territorial structure of the Czech agricultural trade is gradually focused more on the EU-countries and such countries, which have the preferential trade agreements with the EU. The future position of the Russian Federation as a trade partner is uncertain due to the sharpening relations and trade sanctions between Russia and the EU.
The commodity structure is profiling significantly in the recent years. The Czech agricultural exports are based on a relatively small number of commodity aggregations, which represent a substantial part of the export value. Among them, there can be found milk and milk products, cereals, beverages and spirits, food preparations, tobacco and tobacco products, preparations of cereals, residues and waste from the food industries, oilseeds, vegetable oils and oils, sugars and sugar confectioneries. The share of processed and semi-processed products increases and it has Original Paper Agric. Econ -Czech, 62, 2016 (1): 9-25 doi: 10.17221/18/2015-AGRICECON exceeded already 70%. Another positive aspect is also the increasing export-import coverage. Imports are largely based on the non-competitive products, however, many competitive items can be also found in its structure. The following import aggregations have strengthened their position during the last ten-year period: meat and meat products, milk and milk products, food preparations, fruit and nuts, preparations of cereals, beverages and spirits, animal fodder, vegetables, animal and vegetable oils, cocoa and cocoa preparations, tobacco and tobacco products. These aggregations also contribute significantly to the negative balance of the Czech agricultural trade, which, however, is stabilised in the long-term reaches less than 7% of the agricultural trade turnover -this is a historical minimum from the perspective of the last two decades.
The key aspect of the Czech agricultural trade is its competitiveness, which is continuously profiling. The Czech agricultural market still does not have any profiled structure of comparative advantages and thus it misses a clearly defined commodity structure, especially in relation to the EU-Member States.
Comparative advantages are achieved in case of the aggregations. HS10, HS01, HS12, HS24, HS04, HS17, HS15, HS11, HS16, HS22, HS03 and HS13; on the other hand a high level of un-competitiveness is experienced in case of aggregations HS02, HS07, HS08, HS20, HS06, HS18, HS19, HS23, HS09, HS05 and HS14.
In relation to the third countries, the Czech Republic is able to maintain comparative advantages mostly within the aggregations HS04, HS17, HS22, HS12, HS19, HS23, HS11, HS01, HS13 and HS18. On the other hand, the non-competitiveness is experienced in relation to the aggregations HS08, HS03, HS02, HS09, HS07, HS16, HS20, HS21, HS05, HS15, HS06 and HS24. Extreme critical negative values of the LFI were found out in the trade in fruit and nuts, fish and sea products, meat and meat products, coffee, tea, mate and spices, vegetables, preparations of fish and crustaceans, preparation of vegetables, fruit and food preparations.
When analysing the Czech agrarian trade development, it is possible to identify several positive and also negative features. Among the positive ones, the following can be counted: the increasing export values and volumes, specialization and concentration of the agrarian trade commodity and territorial structure, the increasing share of the processed and semi-finalized products in the agrarian trade commodity structure, increasing added value and unit prices related to the Czech agrarian export, the increasing level of selfsufficiency, the growing positive value of terms of trade, stabilizing of the negative trade balance, the growing import/export covering ratio, the growth of the foreign direct investments into the Czech agrarian export capacities. On the other hand, the negative features are the following: a too high level of the agrarian trade territorial concentration, the constantly increasing share of the EU countries in the Czech agrarian trade vs. the decreasing share of third countries, no direct access to the sea-ports, a low activity of the Czech agrarian traders focused on the export out of the EU, very low activities of the public authorities focused on the support of the Czech agrarian export growth in relation to third countries (the missing conception of the agrarian trade support).
In the future, it can be expected that the competitiveness in the European and world market will rise as a consequence of the continuing process of liberalization. In this respect, the Czech Republic has no choice but to hope that the Czech producers and exporters will be able to cope with the increased competitiveness. Unfortunately, they cannot rely too much on the assistance from the Czech government which has just limited possibilities due to the obligations to the EU and also due to the limited budgetary resources. Nevertheless, it is evident that the Czech agricultural export is able to carve out its positions in the market, especially in the EU, and is also able to maintain such gained positions. A very important factor which influences the character of the Czech agricultural market is its internationalisation. In the future, the substance and structure of the Czech agricultural market will be affected by the foreign capital, which will also direct its further orientation. In any case, the agricultural market is important from the perspective of the national economy stabilisation, but its role as one of the GDP contributor will be limited due to its low share in the GDP (about 3%) and in the total foreign trade (about 5%).
